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This 1926 Chummy has been off the road since 1946 when it was dismantled,

sold a few years later and kept in storage ever since. It has been loosely

reassembled for assessment prior to a sensitive rebuild. Watch for future

developments in this Magazine.
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EDITORIAL

A happy New Year to you all as well from me. As Howard has noted we
have moved into the 21st century and set up a Facebook group for the Club.
I thought it best to join as well and pleased that many of you have already
made contact. It will be a useful addition for Centre organisers and event
planners to publicise activities and last minute changes. I’m sure that
experienced Facebook users in the Club will soon be adding items of
interest. https://www.facebook.com/groups/AustinSevenOwnersClubLondon/

In this Magazine you will find a 2016 membership renewal form. Please
complete it as soon as you can and return it to Malcolm Day. Every year we
ask for it to be completed at once so as not to let it drag on for the

FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S FLOODED DRIVEWAY

Well, aren’t we lucky we don’t live in Cumbria or Yorkshire.  I feel for
those poor people who have been flooded out over the past few weeks and
let’s hope the water hasn’t ruined any Vintage cars.

May I take this opportunity of wishing you all a very, happy New Year or,
as I say, a prosperous New Year, then I will be happy!

It seems ages since I have put pen to paper and I apologise for that.
Where do the days go?  Answers on a postcard. . . . . .

You will notice we now have a Facebook page and a big thank you to my
daughter, Louisa Hull, for getting that up and running and Gary Edwards
as Administrator. (What’s Facebook??)

I had a problem with RH Specialist Insurance recently after a policeman
came up to me in Tesco’s car park telling me my car wasn’t insured.  I gave
him the numbers of my other cars and none of them were apparently insured
either.  This was a glitch on their computer after the takeover by Hiscox and
the information had not reached the DVLA.  Please check they have sent
you your certificates otherwise the big hand of the law could feel your collar.
It appears that some other insurance companies ask you to download your
certificates rather than send them by post.  Technology is a wonderful thing.

Please don’t forget Drive It Day on 24th April and the Bewl Water rally
on 19th June.  Will try and get the Nippy there. 

As they say in the cartoons “That’s all folks”. 
Howard Annett
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Membership Secretaries. Also there is a risk of forgetting and losing out on
future Magazines. Plus of course, if you are insured with RH Insurance you
will not be entitled to the very generous discount offered on your insurance
costs. The other annual plea is to complete the details of your Seven(s) in
full. Please don’t put ‘as before’, it only takes a few minutes to add the
required details which are then used to update the A7CA Chassis Register,
which is now looked after by Roger Brown, an A7OC member. The Register
has become an excellent historical record of known surviving Sevens but is
only as good as the information provided. The entries are completely
anonymous regarding ownership. Why not check out your car’s entry on the
Chassis Register on the Association website www.a7ca.org and see if your
entry is correct. There is a notification form on the site to forward
corrections/amendments etc.

Looking through the current A7OC membership list there is a lot of
missing detail on many member’s cars, chassis numbers, body numbers, full
date of registration etc. What about that Seven you have had for years and
years at the back of the garage and will ‘one day’ get back on the road? Have
you listed that? Please don’t leave returning your form until the last minute,
your cheque won’t be paid in until the end of February so you won’t lose
out on all that interest from the bank!

Dave Waller

Another view of our cover car.
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Letters to the editor
Dear Dave

In your December 2015 Magazine, p26, you reported that there may be
the regular Boxing Day meet at Sarrat (North London section). Did you
know that Sarrat is the usual home ground for the Woodside Morris men
(nothing to do with our competitor’s cars)?  So whether the Austin meet
happened and the Morris Dancers were perhaps there as well, would be
interesting to know. (Reports of the meet in North London and Thames Valley

Centres in this issue however no mention of Morris Dancing - Ed)

However, I am a member of the Whitchurch Morris Men in Aylesbury,
and we met for our usual dancing at the Plough, Cadsden, in the North
Chilterns at midday. As the roads had dried up and a hint of sunshine
occurred, I thought it would be a good day to go in my 1938 Ruby, (named
‘Beryl ‘, after my late wife). It proved to be quite an attraction, with the usual
‘My uncle had one of those’. Another gentleman introduced himself who
had four Sevens at home, who had come from Esher but not in his Seven.
Another chap also arrived on a Vincent HRD with Steib sidecar
combination, bringing fond memories of my Triumph Thunderbird
combination.

I do occasionally take ‘Beryl’ to our Morris Dance meets, it seems to be
fitting to the Morris event.

The Morris dancing also went very well and we had an audience of
perhaps 100 people.

David Shaw (3041)
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Dear Dave

I was interested in the tale of the unusual Austin in your club magazine

(October 2015) particularly about pilots leaving their car keys at their base

while on flying missions. I know that my car was driven back from

Lincolnshire by another pilot to Gloucester when its owner was killed

seventy years ago. Below is an extract from a piece I wrote about my little

car back in 1974 with some updates which I hope you will find interesting.

Gordon Phillips

The Story of Babs
This is the story of a little blue car whose registration number is VE 8103,

known to her friends as Babs. She was first registered on 22nd of November

1932 in Cambridge. At the beginning of the war it was bought by Mr.

William Brooks of 110 Cheltenham Road, Gloucester, a commercial

traveller, for his son Billy. Billy’s fiancée was known as Babs and her name

was painted on the bonnet. The bonnet also sported Union Jack flags on

either side. Billy became a pilot but sadly lost his life in one of the last raids

of the war on May 4th 1945. (This was less than 4 months after I was

born.) 

At the time he was with No. 199 Squadron, based at RAF Lakenheath in

Lincolnshire. He was flying a Handley Page Halifax with special advanced

radar jamming equipment to disrupt the German air defences. A dangerous

job! He is buried in a military cemetery in Kiel. Because she was left on

airfields Babs was fitted with a lockable boot door and holes were drilled in

the bonnet catches so that pad locks could be inserted to avoid tampering

with the engine. There was also a lock for the petrol cap. When Billy died a

friend of his drove the car back to Gloucester where it was stored away in

his father’s garage for sentimental reasons. She was taxed by Mr. Brook’s

son in law, Max Harris, so that he could get more petrol rations. Max was a

keen car enthusiast but he was never allowed to drive the little car. Max

Harris emigrated to Canada.

Sometime in 1960 my mother went round to help Mr. Brooks when he

got a brush stuck up the chimney while cleaning it. She was always doing

good turns for people. In the course of conversation the old man said that

if anyone was to have the car I was to have it. My mother relayed this to me

when she came back home. (We lived just three houses up the road at that
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time). I thought little more of it, although I had seen the car, because Mr.

Brooks might change his mind or forget what he said. The next year, when

I was taking my O level exams, the message came “Would Gordon like his

car now?” Mr. Brooks had decided to let out his garage to get some more

income. I actually paid him £10 from my savings, which was about the going

rate for Sevens at that time. I was then, at the age of 16 the proud owner of

an open top Austin Seven. My sister’s 1937 Austin Ten, which was

languishing in the garage was turfed out and sent to the scrap yard. The Ten

went like a bomb but wasn’t good at stopping. It eventually ran big ends

which is why it was in the garage. It was replaced by a 1949 A40.

I think Mr Brooks was happy knowing the car was going to a good home.

I have tried to look after it. Babs is at present undergoing some much

needed restoration over the winter.

A DISASTROUS FIRST DRIVE
As a young lad in the late ’50s I lived in Pinner, Middlesex and opposite

our house resided a couple of attractive daughters, then probably late
teenagers. The eldest was being dated by a good looking guy who appeared
regularly in a well-worn black and rather noisy Ruby, which he drove with
a sort of confident abandonment. I fell in love then with the car (and
probably the daughters if I’m honest) and at every opportunity when I dared
I would venture across the road and speak to the owner. It turned out that
this guy Malcolm lived fairly close by in digs. He was a tallish, well dressed
chap probably early 20s. To my amazement, and really knowing little about
me, one day he offered me the chance to drive his car.

So at the age of 13 I cycled round to his digs which turned out to be a
huge house in even larger grounds along a leafy local lane. He drove the
Ruby from the house to the end of the dead straight tree-lined drive, turned
it round and told me to climb into the driver’s seat. After the briefest
instruction from the passenger’s side he said “mind the clutch, it’s either in
or out”. I had no idea, of course, what he was talking about. I started the
car, selected first gear with a crunch, and let out the clutch. We leap-frogged
away, pretty much out of control as I recall and within barely 20 yards I had
steered the car neatly into a deepish ditch. It took a few of us later to push
the thing out. Interestingly we still spoke occasionally after this incident. 
I can’t remember why but later on he gave me his red ‘ dog earred’ workshop
manual which I still have today. It’s in a sort of A5 format, 215 pages,
maroon in colour, entitled The Austin Seven Book, sixth revised edition,
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written by R T Nicholson and published by The Gregg Publishing Co Ltd
of Russell Square in 1945. It is well worn and used, oil marked, with a
broken spine and huge chunks of the cover missing, having been chewed,
as he told me, by his dog. I don’t know what happened to either Malcolm
or the Ruby, but the manual is a dear reminder of him, his generosity, the
daughters and of that earlier disastrously embarrassing driving encounter
with an Austin Seven.

But I was hooked and at the age of 15 bought a non-runner 1932 lwb Box
saloon for a borrowed £5 and had it towed home somehow. I proceeded to
strip it down bolt by bolt, even the gearbox, as a technical training exercise,
promising my Mum it would not interfere with my O-level revision! Yeah!
A couple more ‘runners’ followed in those early years. More recently in
February this year I decided to revisit those earlier times and bought myself
a 1931 RL swb Box Saloon. I had it trailered down from a dealer in the
north. The documentation and green log book showed it had had a small

number of owners before me, based in
different parts of the country. 
She is the new love of my life, has an
interesting local connection by amazing
coincidence, and is a constant reminder of
those antics in my early years.
An amazing coincidence

About three years ago, out of the blue this
chap came along and joined the local cycling
club of which I was a member. Long retired,
I have regular club cycle rides from my
house and we have since become friends,
both enjoying all things retro. He is an ex-
cop and lives in Lower Earley, near Reading,
a long way from my current Chalfont St

Giles location.
It seems back in 1974 he had a ‘shout’ and drove his police car from where

he was then stationed in Chesham up to Ashley Green, a small village barely
a few miles away from where I now live. There he parked close to another
much older car. Returning to his own police car later he had a moment to
stop and look more closely at the other one. He took a photograph of the
two together.

Back in February this year he called round for a routine bike ride, and
spotted my newly acquired Austin Seven. As he turned the corner of my
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drive and first saw her he
exclaimed “I’ve seen this car
before”. Turns out my Seven is
the one he parked alongside back
in 1974. And even more
remarkable within a day he had
returned with that photograph,
clearly showing the registration
number JF 1156. The photograph
has faded, but it’s in colour and
shows the car then to have been
the same bronze over black as
today, 41 years later. The Ashley
Green lady owner’s details are
clearly recorded in the green log book I now have in my possession. All in
all an amazing coincidence.

John Coles, Chalfont St Giles, Bucks

As it is now

Howard Annett discovered this photograph of a 1926/27 Gordon England ‘Cup’.
©Mark Amor
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PETROL TANK TALES
Driving home from a recent club meeting my fabric saloon stopped with

the indication of petrol starvation. I got out turned the fuel tap on and off
and then tapped the carb. It restarted and I carried on with my journey, if a
little perplexed.

A few days later I had a good look into the tank and found that there
seemed to be a sponge like layer in
the tank which could be detected
with the petrol dip stick. 

I drained and removed the tank.
When dry the tank was shaken and
it appeared as if there was gravel

or nuts and bolts floating around inside.
Shaking the tank revealed a mass of
sealant that had presumably been
attacked by Ethanol the sealant having
been installed by the previous owner.
Some of the pieces were too large to pass
through the filler pipe but with the help of
a fellow member all loose pieces were removed.

The Initial plan was to try to dissolve the
sealant so samples were tried in Caustic
Soda, brake cleaner, cellulose thinners, 2k
thinners. Nothing seemed to make any
impact on the samples, So I trawled the web
for a result. All kinds of magic snake oil
vendors were out there but I had no idea
what was in the tank in the first place (other
than petrol). I eventually settled on a solvent

Some of the pieces removed were 3/8”

thick

Piece of the debris showing

thickness

Thin slivers of sealant after 1st cleaning
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from LB Restoration Services* (Tank
Cure - Epoxy Resin Remover 500ml). 

The next action was to make a 1/8 BSP
plug to seal the tap outlet and to model a
pressure release valve for the petrol cap
from a strip of paxoline, and to purchase
a tank cleaner. The cleaner was added to
the tank and left to stew for 4 days, at this
time the old sealant was reduced to thin
slivers which were removed easily but it
then seemed prudent to repeat the
cleaning. The cleaner was filtered and
replaced into the tank and left for a week

or so. At this
point the debris resembled flaky fish food. The
tank was repeatedly flushed out with water.

At this juncture I was at a loss of how to
proceed however an article in the Norton
Owners Club magazine showed a path forward
(copy on request).

In short

Firstly fill the tank with water to ¾ full and
add 500g of caustic soda and then  top up with
water, (I know caustic did not work initially but
I now had a tank with no sealant only debris). 

The pressure release valve was removed and the vent hole in the cap
sealed with solder. The cap would now effectively seal the tank. The tank
was toped up with water and left sealed for a few mins after which the
pressure was released by the removal of the cap and then resealed. The tank
was left for a week or so. The liquid was emptied along with the residue of
the sealant together with the rubbish that was left in the tank. 

Next a pint of water and a bottle of sprit of salts (500ml) was added, the
tank was shaken at 10 min intervals (still with the solder sealed cap) until
the inner surface of the tank became clean and shiny, (2 ½ hours in my case),
emptied and rinsed out. 

At this point you could add a new sealant if you wish to however I chose
to introduce phosphoric acid to the tank to convert the new shiny surface
to Iron phosphate. A bottle of phosphoric acid was put into the tank and

Pressure relief valve

Small flakes after 2nd

cleaning



AUSTIN SEVEN OWNERS’ CLUB

SEWING MACHINE
available for hire

Members are reminded that the Club has a hand operated sewing
machine ideal for upholstery, hoods etc.

This is for Members only

A deposit of £25 is required and a charge of £2.00 per week, or part
thereof, will be made, payable on collection.
Cheques to be made payable to Austin Seven Owners’ Club (London)

Contact Bob Willis, telephone 020 8468 7414
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shaken and after 15 mins removed.
After a good rinse with running water (15 mins) I hung the tank up having

removed the cap unsealed it and also removing the plug in the tap outlet.
The tank was then dried out using a hair dryer (be careful not to melt any
solder seams). Petrol was  poured into the tank and left it to soak (to see if
there were any leaks) as there were none all that was to do was to paint and
refit. I took the stance that the tank is sound and I will only use a tank
sealant if it is required in the future.

The tank is now refitted and the car is running. I will be using only the
super unleaded fuel in the future.
WARNING

Wear suitable protective
clothing and goggles.
Do not breathe the fumes; work
in the open and upwind.
Always add acid to water never
the reverse.
Contact me for any additional
detail.
Bob Hughes
hughes_robert@btinternet.com

*Contact details in on-line Red
Cross Directory
www.oldcarservices.co.uk/restoration-repairs/

Actual quantity of sealant

residue removed from tank
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RED CROSS DIRECTORY

A revised printed version of the Red Cross Directory is currently
being prepared. It will contain many more entries but your help is
requested.

The website version www.oldcarservices.co.uk is up-to-date as far as
possible, however with such an undertaking there will inevitably be
entries that need revising. Either they have moved, added email and
website addresses, or even closed down. 

Whilst we are still checking every entry for accuracy it will be of great
help if readers can have a look through the website (not the old printed
version) and see if we have missed any changes or even omitted
suppliers and service providers who you feel will be of advantage to the
old car world.

Please contact Dave Waller or Bob Cross. Details inside front cover.
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CENTRE MEETINGS DIARY
(SEE ALSO FUTURE EVENTS DIARY)

ISLE OF WIGHT - Arreton Community Hall - 4th Monday of each month plus

every Sunday morning (unless it clashes with an event) at Godshill Smithy

car park between 10.00 am and 10.30 am then go for a run for coffee etc.

Mike Howell. Tel: 01983 551239. Email: emmethill@btinternet.com  
JANUARY 25th - DVD evening by Nigel Offer 

FEBRUARY 22nd - Business meeting
KENT - The Woodman, Goathurst Common, Sevenoaks, Kent - 2nd Monday

Bob Cross. Tel: 01634 865598 email: services@bobex.freeserve.co.uk
FEBRUARY 8th - Video evening

MARCH 8th - Photographic Competition
EAST KENT CENTRE - The Sun Inn, Bredgar, near Sittingbourne, Kent,

ME9 8EY - 3rd Tuesday

Bob Cross, as above
JANUARY 19th - Monthly meeting

FEBRUARY 16th - Videos
NORTH LONDON - Ye Olde Red Lion, London Road, Hemel Hempstead,

Herts, HP3 9TD - Last Tuesday 

Keith Wright. Tel: 01442 833617
JANUARY 26th - Talk by Graham Marrett - Life and Science of Galileo

FEBRUARY - Monthly meeting
PORTWAY (North Hampshire) - The George & Dragon, Towns End,

Wolverton, Hants - 4th Tuesday Contact: 01235 831712 
JANUARY 26th - AGM

FEBRUARY 23rd - 10th Anniversary at Watermill Theatre, near Newbury
SENLAC (EAST SUSSEX) - The Six Bells, Chiddingly, E. Sussex - 3rd Thursday

Lady Rose Evans. Tel: 01892 668525 email: saddlebackpigs@yahoo.co.uk
FEBRUARY 18th - Talk - Bee keeping

MARCH 17th - Monthly meeting
SURREY - The Royal George, Hersham - 3rd Monday

Malcolm Day. Tel: 020 8395 6428 email: mjd@blueyonder.co.uk
FEBRUARY 15th - Monthly meeting

MARCH 21st - Monthly meeting
SUSSEX - The Fountain, Ashurst, Nr. Steyning, Sussex - 1st Monday

Gez Parton Tel: 01903 873025 email: gezparton@hotmail.com
FEBRUARY 1st - Remote Control Cars

MARCH - 7th - Skittles evening
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FUTURE EVENTS DIARY
(A7OC EVENTS IN BOLD ITALIC)

FEBRUARY

28th - Ardingly Autojumble - South of England Showground - Ardingly
MARCH

6th - Austin Morris Day at Brooklands near Weybridge, Surrey
APRIL

24th - Drive it Day
MAY

21/22nd - Spring Autojumble Beaulieu
JUNE

19th Bewl Vintage Transport and Picnic at Bewl Water near Lamberhurst,
Kent. Kent Centre A7OC

23/26th - Goodwood Festival; of Speed (Provisional date)
JULY

3rd - 750MC National A7 Rally at Beaulieu
31st - A Great British Picnic- Bring your old car to Lynx Park, Colliers
Green, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 2LR from 11.00 am. Free entry. Details
Andrew Frost 01580 211821 or Alan Porter 01233 731037 (not open to public)
AUGUST

16th - Cranleigh Show
SEPTEMBER

3/4th - Beaulieu Autojumble
9/11th - Goodwood Revival (Provisional date)

THAMES VALLEY - The Jolly Woodman, Littleworth Road, Littleworth

Common, Bucks SL1 8PF - 1st Tuesday 

Bob Hughes. Tel: 01753 642434 email: tatra12@hotmail.com
FEBRUARY 2nd - AGM and ‘What’s the Price?’

MARCH 1st - Talk by Guy Lachlan of Classic Oils
WEST SUSSEX - The Stag, Balls Cross, Near Petworth - Last Monday

David Charles. Tel: 01903 779016 email: dmcharles@live.co.uk
JANUARY 26th - Monthly meeting

FEBRUARY 29th - Monthly meeting

CENTRE SECRETARIES: please send details of your meetings and other events

planned to the Events Co-ordinator (details on page 2), well in advance, so that

maximum publicity can be given. This will encourage more members to turn up.
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INTERNET SITES

(Please forward any websites that may be of interest to members to the editor)
A7OC (London): www.austinsevenownersclub.com

IoW: www.brmmbrmm.com/iowaustins

Portway: www.portwayaustins.talktalk.net

Thames Valley: www.austinseven.org

A7 Clubs Association: www.a7ca.org

Bristol A7 Club: www.ba7c.org               Cornwall: www.austin7.org  

Dorset A7 Club: www.da7c.co.uk          Essex A7 Club: www.ea7c.com

Midlands A7 Club: www.ma7c.co.uk

Scottish A7 Club: www.scottishaustinsevenclub.co.uk

Pre-War A7 Club: www.pwa7c.co.uk     N.Hants: www.nhaeg.org.uk

FBHVC www.fbhvc.co.uk                    750MC: www.750mc.co.uk

Austin and Longbridge Federation(ALF) www.austinlongbridgefederation.co.uk

www.austinsevenfriends.com

www.nazard.co.uk/austinseven/

www.austinmemories.com

www.oldclassiccar.co.uk

http://aus7in.wordpress.com (lot of 65/Speedy/Nippy references)
OVERSEAS:

Austin 7 Club of Victoria: austin7club.org

Austin 7 Club of South Australia: www.austin7clubsa.com.au

Austin 7 Club of Germany: www.austinsevenclub.de

Bantam: www.americanbantam.com

Dutch Pre-War A7 Owners’ Club: www.austinseven.nl

Red Cross Spares, Suppliers and

Services Directory - online

www.oldcarservices.co.uk

AUSTINS TO BRIGHTON RUN DVD

APRIL 19th 2015

The Austin Seven Owners’ Club has commissioned a DVD of the run
celebrating 110 years of the Austin Motor Company.

They are priced at £11.99 each including U.K. post and packing.

Please send your name, address and postal code to:
David Waller,

34 Glentrammon Road, Green Street Green,
Orpington, Kent, BR6 6DF

The addition of your phone no. and/or email address would be

helpful in the event of any queries.
Cheques made payable to ‘Austin Seven Owners’ Club (London)’.

DVDs NOW AVAILABLE
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CLUB SHOP
CLUB SUNDRIES

STAINLESS STEEL CAR BADGE (Club motif)                                               £19.00 ....................
WINDSCREEN STICKER (Club motif) - self adhesive                                     £  1.30 ...................
KEY FOB (Club motif)                                                                                           £  3.80 ...................
CLOTH BADGE (Club motif) - suitable for jackets, overalls etc                      £  3.30 ...................
“N” GAUGE MODELS: Van, Box Chummy (Top up or down)                        £  4.00 ...................
KEY RINGS, Gold Plated: Chummy or Van                                                        £  4.50 ...................
CHART – LONGBRIDGE MODELS                                                                  £12.75………..…..
CHRISTMAS CARDS – 3 designs – pack of 6                                                     £  4.50 ……….…..
MAGAZINE BINDERS – Holds a year’s issues of club magazine
or 3 years issues of Association Magazines                                                            £  7.00 ……….......
HIGH VISIBILTY VEST with wings logo, sizes XL and 2XL                           £  7.00 ...................
A7OC Golf Umbrellas - from Centres only                                                           £11.50 ...................
NEW 1” diameter Club colours logo lapel pin badges                                          £  3.85 ...................
DVD ‘AUSTINS to BRIGHTON’ Anniversary run 2012                                    £11.99 ...................
BOOKS

COLEMAN’S DRIVE - JOHN COLEMAN - Buenos Aires to New York
in a 1925 Austin Chummy                                                                                        £  9.99 ...................
ALEXA - The Life and death of an Austin 7 Ruby - BRIAN MILTON           £14.30 ...................
AUSTIN SEVEN COMPANION - The 750 Motor Club Compendium
of material ref. running and restoration. Very useful.                                          £20.80 ...................
MOTORING AROUND SUSSEX - TIM HARDING The first 50
Years (in photographs)                                                                                            £15.80 ...................
MOTORING AROUND KENT - TIM HARDING &
BRYAN GOODMAN The first 50 years (photographic record)                        £14.00 ...................
THE AUSTIN SEVEN - JONATHAN WOOD Brief illustrated history          £  6.10 ...................
AUSTIN SEVEN & TEN ROAD TEST PORTFOLIO                                     £23.00 ...................
BUILDING AN ULSTER REPLICA - CHRIS GOULD                                  £28.30 ...................
THE NIPPY AND TYPE 65 - CHRIS GOULD                                                  £28.30 ...................
AUSTIN SEVEN CIGARETTE and TRADE CARDS
- BRYAN NORFOLK -76 pages of full colour reproductions                         £11.30....................

AUSTIN OVER THE ANDES – VINCE LEEK                                                 £16.75.…………...
AUSTIN - STUART TAYLOR delightful story for children, 210 pages           £  6.80.................... 
AUSTIN AND THE SECRET OF KARNAK HOUSE - STUART TAYLOR£  9.00....................
COLEMAN’S CARS £  3.50....................
SEVEN YEARS WITH SAMANTHA - CLIVE BALL £18.00....................

EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE AND PACKING

OVERSEAS ORDERS - Please contact shop first to confirm postal costs. 
(PAY IN POUNDS STERLING BY INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDER).

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO:
“AUSTIN SEVEN OWNERS’ CLUB (LONDON)”

ALL ABOVE ITEMS CAN BE ORDERED FROM THE CLUB SHOP
Peter Hill, 4 Bumbles Close, City Way, Rochester, Kent ME1 2TY

Email: ausseven@ntlworld.com 

OR FROM CENTRE REPS LESS POSTAGE
Please quote Membership number on all enquiries/orders
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Austin Seven Ruby Saloon HH 8507
By Keith Anderson

I first saw the car in 1965 when I was at University in Newcastle upon
Tyne. A friend who lived near York owned it and in addition to daily running
about in Newcastle, she used it regularly to travel home at weekends.

She finally sold it to a work colleague who bought it for his wife to use. Two
years later the wife had not
driven it, and it came back
on the market. The asking
price was £50, but on
inspection the owner could
not get it started and so I
paid £47.10.0d. (Plus £7 for
the ten mile transport from
Morpeth to Forest Hall.)

In those days (1969) I
did not have the money to
pay the road tax, and
waited about a month before I could drive it. From then on it became daily
transport, summer and winter. I remember driving it with the windscreen
freezing up both inside and outside.

But driving it was fun. The engine seemed ok, perhaps a bit rough, and
maybe the suspension was a bit hard. It slipped out of third gear (either on
drive or on coasting, I forget which), but could be held in gear using the left
knee.

One day, while motoring through Jesmond, I saw a Chummy in
immaculate condition. Standing near buy was an elderly gentleman, who I
later found out was Len Thompson. Members of the North East Club for Pre-
War Austins will surely remember Len and his wife Betty. He was a retired
motor mechanic who had served his apprenticeship on Austin Sevens, and
was very willing to have a look at mine. He quickly established that the engine
was in need of new main bearings, and big ends, and that the suspension centre
attachment had been tightened solid. Later work revealed a broken back
spring. None of this seemed to present a problem.

So I delivered the car to his garage, and was able to learn many of the
tricks of the trade. If the centre bearing of the cam shaft is a bit loose, then
tinning it with plumber’s solder will give it a snug fit. I watched in amazement
as he hand reamed the white metal big end bearings, using some blue liquid
that clearly showed up the high spots. He told me that one should never use
a hammer on the car. He proudly showed me the small brass drift which he
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assured me was all that was required. Although he later admitted that
loosening the centre mounting on the transmission tube had required
judicious use of a sledge hammer. But Len was philosophical, and previous
owners or mechanics were described with unusual Geordie frankness (of
course out of earshot of his wife).

He took the lid off the gear box and replaced one small spring thus solving
the problem of slipping out of 3rd.

Len was particularly proud of his tool chest that he had made as a project
in his apprenticeship. It was made from an old sea captain’s chest and Len
had cut and fitted drawers for all the tools and bits and pieces that he used.
On one occasion he decided that he could no longer keep it and presented it
to me. I am proud to say that 40 years later it still has pride of place in my
garage.

The paintwork of the car was a very tired black, polished through to the
grey primer in places, and so a couple of years later when I heard about a
coach painter who could hand paint it for £15 I did not hesitate. I drove it to
him on the Monday night. I called in on Tuesday night to discuss progress and
found him nonchalantly hand painting the car with a style reminiscent of the
way I would distemper a wall. The difference being that he was using a camel
haired brush and achieving a superb finish. By Thursday the car was ready
and I was now proud to drive my magnificent dark blue bodied, black winged
Ruby. Of course nothing had been done about underlying rust problems on
the wings, so that problem was hidden for a while.

I seemed to remember at this time that the old log books were phased
out. I phoned Swansea, and a charming lady whose father had had an Austin
7, said that perhaps if she put the full set of log books in the envelope to me
no-one would notice. So I have the full history of owners.

Life moved on. I was transferred to the Isle of Wight; the car followed
by train and was used daily on the Island. I was then transferred to Belgium
(the car came in the removal truck) and during 5 years the car was driven once
around the block just to prove to a disbelieving Belgian that it really worked.

Another move, this time to Switzerland. I received an immediate request
from the super-efficient Swiss authorities to present the car for inspection,
this to ensure that all the Swiss rules and regulations were satisfied. Luckily I
had already heard that the Swiss MOT was a somewhat stricter version of the
English one. The car has to be presented spotless (including a washed chassis),
no oil leaks AT ALL, no play in the king pins, or steering system (dream on
Sir Herbert), and above all, no rust. I pleaded that the car was really a
renovation project and they said to come back when it was finished.

Five years sped by with no progress, until one day I decided that
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renovating the car would be a great little job for the winter months. So I
disassembled everything over about one week, and the winter sped by with no
more progress. In fact the next 5 winters sped by with no progress, until reality
dawned. There was no way that a busy bean counter had either the time or
the expertise to do the job. So several phone calls later I had all the bits into
boxes, and the car ready to be shipped back to the UK to John Downs
Engineering in Essex. I don’t remember how I found John and I knew that I
was taking a risk as I could not visit to discuss the project. But, 24 hours after
the car arrived I had received a 3-page fax listing what needed to be done,
including decisions on whether to remove the mahogany blocks that were
about all that was holding the chassis together.

Apart from the mahogany blocks, other period modifications were left
in place. At some time the car acquired quarter lights and these, and the rear
side window have brass frames, so no rust problems there.

After two months the Swiss customs wrote enquiring why the “temporary
export for repairs” was taking so long. Further discussions, pleadings, and
repeated promises, “Yes, the car is coming back, Yes, there were substantial
repairs to do. Yes I will present it for the Swiss MOT within two months of it
arriving back in Switzerland.” In fact I got to visit John (and his wife Rene)
two or three times to review progress and was impressed with both the quality
of work that was done, and their generous hospitality.

Back in Switzerland and the dreaded MOT. I telephoned and explained
what I wanted and was put through to the old foreman on the phone who said
it sounded fine, “Just bring it along, and I’m sure we can work something out.”
He knew the Austin, (or thought he did), and the conversation, in French, was
along the lines of IUTHOOT. So with great optimism I booked an
appointment and turned up to meet a very young, very officious, very
aggressive mechanic. His first questions and comments included how much it
weighed, length width and height in centimetres, the horsepower (continental
measure), the back lights were inadmissible in Switzerland, the 6 volt head
lights were useless, the steering has too much play, and in a Monty Python
type of voice he said the Swiss equivalent of “YOU ARE VASTING MY
TIME!!!”

Fortunately at that very moment the old foreman came out of his office,
and ignoring his younger mechanic’s protestations was heard to murmur
“Magnifique!”...   His mechanic started listing off all the things that were
wrong but he brushed them all aside. He took over the test, we went for the
test drive (he succeeded in locking the brakes on the downhill part of the test
track) and this time I heard “Formidable...!”, he giggled as he double
declutched, and regaled me with stories of his courting days in similar small
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cars.
I left an hour later with an MOT

certificate. I sent him a bottle of fine
Swiss wine, and a couple of days later
I got a phone call thanking me and
saying that he had given the car a
special classification that means that it
is only tested every 6 years.

Since 1991 there has been an
annual meeting of British cars and in
2003 the car was selected for the
publicity poster for the “Classic
British Car Meeting”. Photographs
were taken, posters prepared and then
8 weeks before the event the car
suffered a broken crankshaft. Phone
calls to the UK and finally Mac Bonar
agreed to rebuild the engine. All went
well despite holdups at customs and 3
weeks before the meeting the engine
was back in Switzerland. Two weeks

before the meeting the engine was
installed (it started second turn of the
starter motor) and that left about 10
evenings to try to get the engine run-
in. These were cold dark October
evenings and each excursion was under
the big question “Will it get home?”

I should never have worried. The
car ran perfectly, took pride of place at
the entrance to the meeting, and since
then has run without any problems. In
2009, the rear springs were changed
with a significant improvement in ride
and road holding. In 2010 the front
spring was changed giving further
improvement in both comfort and road
holding. With over 100,000 miles on
the clock, the car looks set for another
75 years.



23

AROUND THE CENTRES

ISLE OF WIGHT

Austintatious Ramblings

Happy New Year - welcome to 2016!  I am sure this is will be yet another
good year for IOWA, one in which we celebrate our 20th birthday. We
formally became a Club on October 28th, 1996, thanks to the enthusiasm
of Viv Orchard who was to be our Chairman until his death in 2014.  Under
his guidance we have come a long way and become a very successful Club.
Another important milestone for Austineers is that later in the year it will
be 150 years since Herbert Austin was born on November 8th 1866.  I am
sure we will celebrate both events in our own unique way - please let me
have your suggestions.

That leads me to our monthly meeting on February 22nd, when we will
be having our annual ‘Business Meeting’.  It is the occasion when we look
back at the past year and plan for the future.    Bearing in mind that we are
fortunate to have a numbers problem, which Sunday morning venues are
now big enough to accommodate us?  This is an opportunity for you to have
your say.

On November 27th, 39 of us had a most
enjoyable social evening due to the kindness
and generosity of Steph and Neil Gibbs. They
invited us to have a meal with them at their
Spyglass Inn, at Ventnor.  After a drink in the
bar we moved to the Boathouse where we
enjoyed one another’s company and a lovely
meal.  As a token of our appreciation, Mike

The mulled wine and mince pie ‘stall’ is being prepared and

is soon surrounded! Godshill December 20th.
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Howell thanked our hosts and Hazel Jenkins presented Steph with a
bouquet of flowers. It really was a most enjoyable evening.                              

Weather-wise, other than being warm, December was not a good month.
However it did not deter members and there was always a good presence at
Godshill. As usual there were a number of pre-Christmas events during the
month, the most important of which was our annual Christmas Dinner, held
on December 14th at the Regency Suite in Shanklin.  This year we had a
record turnout of 63 members, who during the evening enjoyed good food
and company.  Our thanks go to Peter Taylor who organized it and Tony
and Margaret Parsons for organizing the Raffle. 

I was once again asked by the Bembridge Business Association to
transport Father Christmas
from one end of the Village to
the other and celebrate the
Hospice ‘Lights of Love’.  A lot
of villagers turned out with their
lanterns to follow the local fire
engine (with blue lights
flashing!) and my A7 Chummy. 

This year, the Automotive
Industry Charity (BEN) Christmas card featured a painting which included
a 1925 Austin 12/4 breakdown vehicle belonging to ‘Forge Garage’, the
garage that Alan Millbank once owned.  If you read the December issue of
‘The Automobile’ magazine, you will have seen some old photographs of
various Austin models.  Included is a photograph of the A12/6 Newbury that
Brian Stone now owns. 
To round off the first ‘Ramblings’ of 2015, I would like to thank all who
signed our ‘collective’ Christmas card.  The donations raised £47.70 for our
Charity fund.  
Monthly Meeting

This is a belated report about our November meeting when 29 members
were present to hear a fascinating talk by local auctioneer, Rex Gully. He
brought a number of items from his Auction Rooms and these were
augmented by many fascinating items that members had brought.  He
proceeded to talk about the various items and estimate what they might
fetch at auction.  An early ‘lot’ he referred to were some framed items that
had belonged to Charles Dickens. This was an example of something that
tells a story, there being a cheque and letters written and signed by him in
1860. He expected this to make £1000 to £1500 at his next auction.  This
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sort of thing is very collectable. 
Rex said that another aspect of an auctioneer’s work was the ‘fashion’

market.  An example of this being an original pair of Levi jeans, which
fetched $100,000 at auction!  In 2010 he was involved in selling a 100-year-
old wooden paddle used in Polynesian dance ceremonies before becoming
a household ornament, Bidders in London and Brussels quickly upped the
price on the paddle after bidding started at just £3000.  It finally fetched
nearly £200,000!

Members had brought an interesting variety of
artifacts, including a car mascot (pictured),
jewellery, a 1780 theodolite, (found on a tip), a
sword stick, a walking stick with a secret nude
within it(!), an Ansonia clock, an old railway
print, miniature portrait painting etc. Rex put a
rough estimate on the value of these items. He
said that the various Antiques programmes, on
television, had created a lot of interest in
antiques and that the ‘experts’ had access to
comprehensive databases before they committed

themselves to saying what something was worth.
All agreed that we had a most interesting evening and was something we

should do again in 2016. 
Sunday Meetings.

November 29th - Very strong wind and light rain affected attendance in real
cars at Godshill. In the car park were just 3 Austins, 1 classic and many
moderns. On arrival it was a quick retreat to the Old Smithy Café before
we moved off to our scheduled refreshment venue, Thompsons Garden
Centre.  Our visit happened to coincide with their special Christmas event
so, during the morning, the 26 of us present were entertained by carol
singers and the Shanklin Brass Band.
December 6th - Another wet and windy morning greeted those at Godshill.
Numbers were somewhat better than the previous week with 7 Austins and
4 classics.  Once again there were a lot of moderns as well.  With no waiting
about, these cars transported 38 members to the Bear Café, near Lake, for
morning refreshments. 
December 13th - A pleasant morning for a change, with short glimpses of
the sun and no wind.  On such occasions there is usually a good turnout of
cars, which was confirmed when 18 Austins and 5 classics arrived at
Godshill.  After the usual socializing, we motored to Landguard Manor near
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Shanklin for our morning refreshments.  It had been decorated for
Christmas and in very pleasant surroundings 38 of us enjoyed coffee/tea and
biscuits there.  
December 20th - Well, what a turnout!  At the time that most members leave
home for Godshill many parts of the Island had some very heavy rain, so
some had to resort to moderns.  Our Christmas meeting is always a very
popular one, I wonder why!  The Parsons and Huttons arrived early to set
up their ‘Mulled wine, sausage roll and mince pie’ stall and this was soon
the hub of our gathering. There was a record attendance of over 60

members enjoying
themselves, hot
mulled wine in hand.
As can be seen from
these photographs
they entered into the
spirit of the event.
Most of the cars
present, 16 Austins

and 4 classics, were suitably decorated and admired by the visitors to
Godshill, particularly the children. Later on, quite a few of us retired to the
Old Smithy Cafe for more refreshments!
December 27th - Being on the Mainland, I am reliably informed that on a
dampish morning there was a good turnout of members at Godshill, no
doubt attempting to recover from the excesses of the last two days!  As was
to be expected ‘real’ cars were thin on the ground. Those present retreated
to the Old Smithy Café for refreshments. 

My Malta experience by Bryan Shaw

Not so many years ago Malta was renowned for older vehicles,
particularly buses which were in daily use. Then the good old EEC comes
along in a drive for modernization and banishes the vintage buses, except
for a small heritage fleet.  It would appear that whilst tourists used to enjoy
the old buses, the local population was not too disappointed. The same has
happened with cars and vans when a scrappage scheme was introduced.
However, all is not lost if you like ERF and Foden six and eight wheel
tippers of the 1970s and 1980s and wondered where they all went.  You will
see them in Malta. We did see a 1960s Anglia van, a few Mk 1 Transits and
an unusual Austin Marina van. Of course they drive on the same side as us
and the second hand car market is based on vehicles imported from the UK.
What seems odd is that they are for sale with UK registration plates still
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attached. 
There is an ‘Old Motors Club’ and a good motor museum in Qawra. The

Museum is owned by one person and is worth a visit.  It even caters for ladies
by providing comfortable seating and suitable reading material.  Several
Austins were spotted and photographed - these are shown below.

For an island smaller than ours (IoW), but with a larger population of
c400k, they even have a ‘park and ride’ and a motor race track.  Who
remembers buying fuel from the side of the road in the town centre?  The
practice is still alive and well in parts of the Island.  There is total disregard
to EEC rules with mobile phones in use and the obligatory fag in the side
of mouth!  Enjoy!

KENT CENTRE

DECEMBER

No evening meeting at The Woodman last month however 32 members
enjoyed a Christmas dinner on Saturday 12th, organised by Brian Gubbins.
The new chef at The Woodman did us proud and our Christmas charity
raffle raised £85. Thank you everyone who brought along prizes for the
raffle which was conducted by Toni Francis and Cherie Wood. Sadly
Maureen was unable to come after recent surgery to her right knee.
Members of the Kent Centre wish her a speedy recovery.
FUTURE KENT CENTRE EVENINGS 

Monday 8th February – Video Evening 
Monday 14th March – Photographic Competition
KENT CENTRE LUNCH – last Tuesday of the month.

The post-Christmas gathering at The White Swan, Ash, on Tuesday
December 29th attracted 28 members with 3 proper cars in the car park
photo by David Hawkins next page. 
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RESTORATION NEWS

Continuing with the front lamps on Daisy, my Tickford Ruby, I discovered
that Keith Ardley (Red Book) can supply the missing bits that I need for
clamping the headlamp rims to the bowls. Dave Waller managed to find
some correct “W” clips to hold the headlamp glasses in properly so they
don’t rotate as the car goes along. No luck so far with a decent reflector for
the Lucas LD 109 side light. I will be attempting a repair using Rapid
Araldite to fill the rust holes in the reflector.

This month I received a call from our friendly local blasters and powder
coaters in Borough Green who rang to say that they had finished blasting
and coating the luggage carrier which I was given with the car. This had not
been re-fitted since its first restoration in the 1970s. When I collected it I
dropped off some very rusty but original radiator side plates and one engine
to chassis blanking plate for the “treatment”. It was during this visit that I
saw some beautifully restored motorcycle frames and wheels in various
colours and decided there and then that Daisy’s dashboard would need the
“treatment” next.

I have already refurbished the instrument panel, see picture below.
I also intend to have the

steering wheel re-covered as it
is badly cracked with some of
the covering missing.

Whilst all  this has been
going on Barry Lowdell has
been researching, on my
behalf, the possibility of

making a winding handle for the Tickford hood to original pattern, as my
original has been lost. With the help of Keith Laidlow and Mick Ward
(Secretary of the Tickford Register) and the internet and a contact in Aston
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Martin (who owned the Tickford business for a while), Barry has started
the process of assembling the parts to complete the job. He has deduced
that the originals were probably cast in brass and then plated, this not being
an option he has decided to make it in stainless steel, so no plating required.
Barry has been around again to trial fit the business end of the new Tickford
handle, guess what? it would not fit despite careful measurement
beforehand. The trouble turned out to be that the Tickford shaft had never
been centralised in the hole in the rear of the bodywork. On closer
inspection the offset could be seen by the uneven wear in the brass ferrule
which provides the entry into the body. The body hole was “adjusted”
carefully with needle files to suit and the new part was a perfect fit. I will
also have to make a gasket to go between the ferrule and the bodywork in
due course and source an “O” ring for the blanking plug to keep the rain
out.

Whilst investigating the winding mechanism on Daisy with Barry Lowdell
I had occasion to remove the rear seat squab and rear upholstery on which
revealed another time consuming job to do as the rear of the bodywork was
not actually attached to the chassis!

I can only assume that during the earlier restoration the 4 bolts under the
rear seat had been drilled out because they were firmly rusted in, the chassis
has got plates welded underneath with 5/16 BSF threads in them which were
still blocked with the debris from the removal process. These must have
been forgotten about whilst the body was off and once it was back on it was
too difficult to drill and tap them back to size, so the bolts were simply left
out. Two of the mountings are above the bump stops for the rear axle on
the chassis, the other two are extremely close to the petrol tank so this had
to come out for access. Even so it took me an average of 2 ½ hours to re-
tap each of the holes from below – a lovely job. There are two more
attachment bolts under the front seats, they were both loose and without
large washers to spread the load on the floor of the body or lock washers to
stop them undoing – oh joy!

Our investigations also showed a few other anomalies in the Tickford
mechanism but I’ve left those problems for another day. 

Dave Waller, 1939 Ruby van, has now finished the installation of the new
door frame into the driver’s door and managed to get the window working
properly. He is now sourcing the thin plywood for the door cards and is
looking for the appropriate covering material. Dave also tells me that he is
considering selling his lovely 1938 Ruby as he has run out of space and needs
the room to complete his van.
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AUTOBUMBLERS OCCASIONAL TIP OF THE MONTH No. 138

Many of you will have discovered that the screws holding the petrol tank
sender into the top of the tank can be extremely difficult to remove as they
have domed heads which are easily damaged. The screws rust in due to the
moisture which is always present in petrol from the pump, the application
of thread release fluids such as WD40 (others are available) at least 24 hours
before your first attempt at the screws will make the job easier.

Yours Bumbling

RED CROSS DIRECTORY UPDATES
Further updates can be sent to www.oldcarservices.co.uk which is a web

version of the Red Cross Directory via the contact section on the site, or
email updates to me on services@bobex.freeserve.co.uk or send by post to
Bob Cross, 30A, Sussex Drive, Walderslade, Kent ME5 0NJ.

Bob Cross

EAST KENT CENTRE DECEMBER EVENING MEETING

3rd Tuesday of the month at the Sun Inn, The Street, Bredgar, near

Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8EY

No meeting in December but many members joined us at The White
Swan in Ash for our post-Christmas Lunch. Our first meeting in 2016 will
be a New Year Natter
FUTURE EAST KENT MEETINGS

Tuesday 16th February – Videos 
Tuesday 15th March – Photographic Competition

Bob Cross

NORTH LONDON

We did not have a meeting in December but a good number of local
enthusiasts went to the Boxing Day gathering at Sarratt village. An eclectic
selection of vehicles were to be seen on an extremely muddy village green
including a 1909 Talbot and Malcolm Tearles’ recently acquired 1937 Austin
Taxi and Bob Hughes’ 1928 Morgan body Austin 12/4 plus a number of
Morris Cars.

A great way to “get back to business” the day after Christmas.
26th January – Galileo – his life and science.

23rd February – AGM + Quiz + Buffet
Don’t forget our Spring Run on March 20th starting from the Red Lion.

More details to follow.

Keith Wright
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PORTWAY

2016

Tuesday 26th January - Club night at the George and Dragon and
AGM. Please will you come armed with ideas of events you would like to
be included in the 2016 programme. Even better if you would like to
organise and run it. Events can be for a Club evening or a weekend run.
Sunday 7th February - Sunday lunch at the George and Dragon. I’ve booked
this on the basis of hands raised for it last night. However, I need to confirm
numbers with the pub by Friday 15th January so please book your places
with me by then.
Tuesday 23rd February - Club night with a difference: We will be meeting at
the Watermill Theatre near Newbury for Portway Austins 10th Anniversary.
We will have exclusive use of the beamed dining room with a log fire
burning. Dress code is smart please. We need to advise the Watermill of
our individual food choices in advance. An email has been sent to you,
please will you let me know your choices by Friday 5th February.
Sunday 13th March - Sunday lunch, venue to be confirmed.
Tuesday 22nd March - Club night at the George and Dragon.
Sunday 10th April - Sunday lunch, venue to be confirmed.
Tuesday 26th April - Club night at the George and Dragon.

See the website for ongoing details and more:
http://www.portwayaustins.talktalk.net/

Chris Surtell

SENLAC CENTRE

The Senlac Centre does not hold a monthly meeting in December as
everyone is very busy at that time of year with Christmas preparations. No
meeting means nothing to write about for the magazine and we can’t have
that, can we? At the recent committee meeting a suggestion was made that
I write a few words.
My Name 

Following my election last year I had to make the surprisingly difficult
decision about what I was to call myself. The name “Chairman” was not
really suitable as I am female. The title “Madame Chairman” was suggested
but I felt this could be somewhat misconstrued. “Chairlady” was considered
and turned down because this reminded me of the time when I helped with
school dinners at the local infant school and had to stack all the chairs after
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lunch had ended. There were a few other suggestions (thanks to my
husband) but these were totally unsuitable and definitely not for
publication!!!!!! Finally, at last and after some quiet contemplation, I
decided I would like to be known as “Lady Chairman.” 

I have been led to believe the Senlac Centre has made history with me
becoming the first ever “Lady Chairman” in the Austin Seven Club.
My Austin and Me

It has been five years since my husband and I decided to buy an Austin 7.
We had been visiting local car shows with the family for many years and had
always had a soft spot for the Austin 7. Eventually, when some of the family
had left school, the opportunity arose for us to be able to look into buying
our first Austin 7.

From my point of view shape and colour are very important. I had always
liked the shape of the box saloon and as I like the colour green I wanted if
possible to find a green coloured car. I hadn’t considered the engine or how
many gears the car might have for that was a minor consideration as far as
I was concerned. Following some research we located “Gertrude” in North
Yorkshire. The photos we were sent showed a beautiful Austin 7, l was in
love. 

After a visit to the Dales we were able to thoroughly inspect the Austin
and go for a test drive in pouring rain. We experienced the inefficient
windscreen wipers and three up, the brakes were severely tested when a
modern car pulled out in front of us and after what felt like several minutes,
we eventually slid to a very slow stop. Nevertheless we were very pleased
and impressed with the car and “Gertrude”, a 1933 Box Saloon, was
delivered to our home and driven into the garage. She looked very much at
home in the garage, but how do we start her, or how do we get her out I
thought? Thankfully, after a bit of quiet thinking time we were out and
about driving around the local area and have never looked back. 

We were informed that an Austin 7 Club met in Chiddingly which was
not too far for us to travel. We drove down to one of the monthly meetings
where we were made to feel very welcome and were kindly given some very
helpful Austin advice. We immediately joined the Senlac Centre and since
then we have made many new friends and a new life around vintage cars
has evolved. Thank you everyone for making us feel so welcome. 
At the Club

During my first year as Lady Chairman I have happily kept to the format
from previous years. My view is “if it ain’t broke don’t fix it.”
Our monthly meetings have continued in the usual form. Visiting speakers
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when the evenings are darker and short runs in summer months, (Weather
permitting.)

On one of those runs on, ‘Drive it Day’, my Facebook page read and I
quote” The extremely long tailback on the A22 was caused by “Gertrude”,
a 1933 Austin Seven. 

With the support of the Senlac committee my year as Lady Chairman has
been most enjoyable and rewarding. I’ve met many new people and have
increased my knowledge about vintage and classic cars. 
There has been just one very tiny little change this year to our monthly news
email named the” Scribblings and Roses ramblings “. Reg Brook, our
previous Chairman, has kindly added a few bunches of flowers to go
alongside the animated cars on the borders of the news sheet. I felt one just
had to have a little feminine touch here and there. 
Dates for the diary 

At our meeting in February on the 18th we will be pleased to welcome
Chris Hone who will be speaking about bee keeping and hopefully we will
be able to sample some of his honey.

Lady Rose

SUSSEX CENTRE

Monday meeting 6th January 2016

This meeting was a talk by Terry French on his hobby of ‘Automobilia’.
We also welcomed Terry’s wife, Jill and his two sons who came to give him
support. He gave a very informative talk to an audience of some 17
members. Terry set off explaining how his hobby had developed as a legacy
of his father who was an avid collector of antiques and who could be found
rummaging around in antique shops in the Dorset area.

He described some of the pitfalls in collecting genuine articles and how
one can sometimes be duped into paying large sums of money (warning –
eBay!). Terry started off seriously collecting carbide and oil lamps for
bicycles and then for cars.  Pre-war petrol cans and pedal cars came later.
Old family snaps of his two boys in their pedal cars were passed round. He
then moved on to radiator mascots for lorries and cars (from the days when
they were commonplace and not considered a risk to life and limb!) and
said that genuine articles were usually signed by the designers on the
underside much like antique pottery. Indeed some of the mascots at the
time were made from glass under lit by a bulb in the base. He brought a
good selection of lamps to show us from his extremely large collection, some
large fitted to lorries, some small from bicycles (photo 1). He also brought
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along a restored pedal car based on a
veteran car of the period (photo 2).

A pre-war oil funnel which was
expressly advertised as suitable for all
Austin models was
particularly interesting
to members (photo 3).
Many of the places he
had visited, no doubt
dragging his family
along with him,
certainly chimed with
most member’s
experience – Beaulieu

Autojumble, Burton-on-the-Water motor museum, antique
shops in Brighton, Crawley and London were included. This
sparked off a lively discussion at the end of his talk indicating

1

2



35

that most members were also closet dabblers in this area!  Everyone finally
gave Terry a resounding round of applause for his fascinating talk.

The evening was rounded off, as usual, by Joan Boyer’s bumper raffle for
which thanks should be given both to Joan and those members who had
kindly brought along so many presents. Gez concluded by saying he will be
keeping us in touch as usual by email to remind us of our forthcoming events
for 2016  – the next one being Monday 1st February our remote control cars
evening (or Brum-Brum night) and Monday 7th March, our skittles evening
(We need lots of practice following our drubbing at Barcombe last year!).  

During the evening Terry and Barrie also reported on this year’s New
Year’s Day classic car event at Brooklands which was generally felt to be
too crowded for comfort, but no doubt good for trade as far as Brooklands’
management were concerned. The organisers had to close entry at one point
before lunch time because there was no more parking room on the site!

Barrie and Joan Newton. 

THAMES VALLEY CENTRE

1st December Meeting:

For this exceptionally well attended meeting we welcomed Tony Mealing.
Tony with his wife provided an extremely interesting and indeed informative
talk on the history of Punch & Judy. Clearly, the topic was of particular
interest as we had a great many visitors as well as regulars attending.

Personally, I was totally unaware of the history of Punch & Judy, its links
to Guy Fawkes of The Gunpowder Plot fame and its links to the naming of
Vauxhall cars and their Griffin emblem. Tony really made the evening
entertaining and colourful with his show, allowing us to handle the puppets
etc. 

Following Tony’s talk a great many questions followed and we all enjoyed
a very good pre-Christmas buffet put on by our hosts at The Jolly Woodman.
It is noticeable that our meeting attendances are increasing and in particular
it is a pleasure to see more visitors.
Boxing Day at Sarratt

As I always ask – is this the last event of the year or the time to start
talking about what we are going to do with our cars in the coming Classic
Car season? Personally, I always think it’s the latter. Despite all the recent
wet weather and wet ground conditions, the day was dry and there was the
usual brilliant turn out of cars, motorcycles, bikes, military, commercials –
just about everything you can think of. As usual Austins and indeed 7s were
extremely well represented, proving well able to get on and off the Common
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in the worsening surface
conditions. The general
public really love to
come along and see the
vehicles on display.
Thank you to those who
organise the event. I
have never really known
who the instigators are
but well done.
Forthcoming Events

2016:

Drive It Day – April 24th

It may seem a long
way off but we are giving early notice of something special planned. The
idea is an early start from the Maidenhead area with a Road Run down to
the Hartley Witney area with the intention to have a coffee and visit an
antiques centre. Providing operational conditions permit it is intended that
we drive down to RAF Odiham for a visit to the Engineering Centre and
hopefully, a buffet lunch in the Officer’s Mess. Advance booking will be
essential and we would prefer older cars to be used rather than moderns. If
we are unable to visit RAF Odiham an alternative venue will be arranged
so do not despair! Make a note in your diary and watch our for more news  
Forthcoming Evening Agendas

For 2016 we have a programme arranged for our monthly meetings but
if you do come up with new ideas for items we can include, places for Road
Runs and perhaps places to visit – please contact Bob Hughes or myself
with your thoughts. 

New members and visitors always very welcome – whether you have an
Austin 7 or not or just have an interest in Classic Cars – we will be pleased
if you can join us at our monthly meetings.
2nd February – AGM followed by “What’s The Price” – a light-hearted quiz
looking at recent auction prices achieved
1st March – A return visit by Guy Lachlan of Classic Oils – Guy will tell us
more about his purchase of the aero engined race car as well as an update
on Ethanil – ethanol-free petrol.
5th April – Practical Night with either Bob Hughes or Paul Reader

David Coulton Tel. 01494 775967

Email address: davidcoulton@yahoo.co.uk 
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SALES AND WANTS

Please note that following the publication each month of the Magazine, we now place the Sales and Wants

onto the Club’s website. Anyone submitting an advertisement who does not wish it to be placed upon the

website must either inform David Morgan or the Editor at the time of submission.

FOR SALE

4.00" x 17" tyres back in stock £52.50
each.17" and 19" tubes £9.50 each.
Rim Tapes to suit £1.00 each.
6v batteries - fully charged and ready
to go £65.00 each.
Howard Annett 01403 790530 or

07860 370307

*******************************

1936 Austin 7 Mk I Ruby Saloon red
with black wings.  Recent restoration
including full engine rebuild.
Excellent condition.  North Kent
area.  Selling due to bereavement.
Photos available on request.  £6,000.
Contact james@jkzht.plus.com or

07841 498245.
*******************************
Car rugs with ‘Austin’ logo
embroidered - soft faux fur fabric
and available in several
colours.    Also sweatshirts, fleeces,
shower-proof jackets and polo shirts
with ‘Austin’ logo.  Many sizes and
colours available.   Please phone:
Yvonne 01638 508815 or e-mail –

yvonneking@hotmail.com

*******************************

12 ‘new old stock’ (1955) Lodge C3
Plugs, mint, in perfect condition,
boxed and in original outer carton
£320.00 plus postage or 4 for £110
plus postage and individually £28.00

Plus postage. 4 used Lodge H3
plugs - £30.00 plus postage
3 used Beru plugs - £20 plus postage
Used Lodge C3 plugs in good
condition, can be dismantled for
cleaning - £15.00 each.
Would consider a deal.
Photographs available.
Keith Rowe email:

keithjanet@gmail.com

******************************

1935 Mk 1 Ruby spares:

1 radiator cowl.
1 bonnet complete.
1 rear luggage rack with fittings.
Spare wheel cover inner and outer.
1 petrol tank (rear).
Front windscreen with frame and
fittings. 6v windscreen wiper
complete.
3 good 17” Ruby wheels plus one
needing new rim.
1 pair front seats, need recover,
good condition with seat adjusters
on mounting boxes.
Set of front headlights and rear
lights. Front and rear bumpers with
all fixtures. 2 front door windows
with all winding gear.
All rear glass
Various panels for body.
Please call Jonathon Lewington on

07514 825617 (Isle of Wight)



Ever-growing range of new high-quality spares

❖ Crown wheel & pinions ❖ Steering arms & spring shackles
❖ Halfshafts & hubs ❖ Phoenix crankshafts & con-rods
❖ Ricardo cylinder heads ❖ High Friction woven brake linings
❖ Payen head gaskets ❖ Bearings, gaskets, books & tools  
❖ and much, much more.... ❖ from split pins to complete cars!

See our online illustrated catalogue at www.a7c.co.uk
or e-mail / write / phone for a free printed price list

David Cochrane, A7 Components Ltd

18 Russell Avenue, Dunchurch, Rugby, CV22 6PX
01788 522033   david@a7c.co.uk

We accept all major credit & debit cards
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HOLMESDALE SEVENS
Austin Seven Specialists

Comprehensive Range of New and Original Spares

Free Catalogue of new parts now available

Pistons for Many Pre-War & Post-War Cars

For Personal attention and prompt service please telephone,

or email Tony Leslie

Monday to Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm

SOUTHERNDOWN, FOREWOOD LANE, CROWHURST,

BATTLE, EAST SUSSEX TN33 9AG

Telephone 01424 830730

Email: holmesdale7@gmail.com

Published and distributed for the A7OC by Dave Waller
Tel: 01689 851546 Fax: 01689 602825 Email: ausseven@ntlworld.com

Printed by Epic Printing Solutions Ltd. Turners Hill Road, Crawley Down, W. Sussex
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New emailaddress !

The Oast House, Landhurst, Gallipot Hill, Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4AY

Phone: 01892 770503     Email: bryan@bryanpurves.co.uk

Note New

address &

Phone No:

Note New
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Phone No:


